
































and	 Great	 Synod	 is	 one	 of	 the	 most	 complex	 radiographies	 of	 the	 Orthodox	
Church	evolution	out	of	a	late	Middle	Ages	to	the	present	postmodern	challenges.	
Preceded	by	changes	in	the	life	of	the	Orthodox	Churches	during	the	second	half	
of	 the	 nineteenth	 century,	 the	 preparation	 of	 this	 Synod	 began	 in	 the	 third	
decade	of	the	last	century	through	a	series	of	consultations	between	the	local	













Orthodox	 tradition	worldwide,	 following	 the	migration	of	millions	of	 Orthodox	




and	cultural	 space,	 traditionally	 the	Church	of	 the	East,	 the	Orthodox	Church	
has	now	become	an	universal	Church	in	the	geographical	sense	of	the	term.	In	











development	 of	Orthodox	 theological	 thinking	 especially	 in	 the	Diaspora.	 Thus,	
over	the	past	century	one	has	noticed	an	enrichment	of	the	Orthodox	Theology,	
which	was	received	but	not	uniformly	in	all	Orthodox	Mother	Churches.	All	the	
challenges	 the	 Orthodox	 Churches	 were	 facing	 in	 this	 period	 of	 time	 have	
highlighted	 the	 need	 for	 the	 formulation	 of	 common	 answers	 of	 all	 these	





was	mostly	 focused	on	 identifying	 issues	to	be	discussed	at	 this	Synod.	After	
proposals	of	themes	made	from	several	Orthodox	Churches,	as	the	ones	by	the	
Primate	 Metropolitan	 Miron	 Cristea	 of	 the	 Romanian	 Orthodox	 Church	 in	
1920,1	the	Ecumenical	Patriarchate	held,	from	8	to	23	June	1930	at	the	Vatopedi	














to	 be	 studied	 in	 each	 local	 Orthodox	 Church.	 The	 next	 step	 depended	 on	 the	
answers	 of	 the	 Churches	 which	 were	 too	 slow	 in	 coming,	 so	 that	 the	
continuation	 of	 the	 just	 initiated	 Synodical	 process	 was	 blocked	 by	 the	
outbreak	 of	 World	 War	 II.	 The	 Ecumenical	 Patriarchate	 relaunched	 the	
preparatory	process	of	a	Synod	 for	 the	whole	Orthodox	Church	by	 organizing	
the	first	Pan‐Orthodox	Conference	at	Rhodes,	from	24	September	to	1	October	
1961,	 which	 adopted	 a	 catalog	 of	 themes	 grouped	 in	 8	 categories.3	 Each	 of	
these	groups	included	a	longer	or	shorter	list	of	subtopics,	which	in	total	cover	
the	entire	orthodox	theology.		






the	 Ecumenical	 Patriarchate	 to	 convene	 a	 series	 of	 Pan‐Orthodox	 Pre‐Conciliar	
Conferences,	name	that	was	meant	to	replace	the	one	of	Pro‐Synod.	Thus,	the	final	
list	 of	 themes	 for	 the	 Holy	 and	 Great	 Synod	 was	 adopted	 by	 the	 First	 Pan‐





















































Inter‐Orthodox	 preparatory	 Commission	 to	 draw	 up	 a	 draft	 Regulation	 of	
these	conferences.	
	 After	 1982,	 the	 preparation	 of	 the	 Holy	 and	 Great	 Synod	 continued	
steadily,	so	that	only	after	four	years	it	was	possible	to	convoke	the	Third	Pan‐
Orthodox	 Pre‐Conciliar	 Conference	 held	 at	 Chambésy	 from	 20	 October	 to	
6	November	1986.	According	to	the	mandate	set	by	the	previous	conference,	
this	 meeting	 adopted	 the	 draft	 texts	 of	 the	 four	 themes	 appointed	 to	 it	 in	
the	following	order:	1.	The	contribution	of	 the	 local	Orthodox	Churches	 to	 the	
realization	of	the	ideals	of	peace,	freedom,	brotherhood	and	love	among	peoples	
and	the	removal	of	racial	discrimination	2.	Orthodoxy	and	the	Ecumenical	Movement;	
3.	Relations	 of	 the	Orthodox	 Church	with	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 Christian	world	 and	



















topics	 discussed,	 they	 do	 not	 have	 the	authority	 to	 engage	 directly	 the	 Churches	
before	the	Holy	and	Great	Synod	has	ruled.”	This	Regulation	also	states	that	every	
draft	text	of	the	ten	themes	is	to	be	adopted	only	by	consensus	or	unanimity.	For	
if	 unanimity	 is	 not	 reached	 on	 one	 of	 these	 topics,	 the	 article	 17th	 of	 the	
Regulation	provides	that:	“If	no	unanimity	of	the	delegation	is	reached	on	a	certain	
theme	 in	 the	 plenary	 session,	 a	 decision	 in	 the	 matter	 is	 postponed	 and	 the	





the	 theme	under	discussion	or	 if	all	delegations	reject	 the	proposals	by	 the	 Inter‐
Orthodox	Preparatory	Commission,	after	 the	 first	and	 the	 second	 examination	 in	
plenary	 session,	 the	 Secretariat	 for	 the	preparation	of	 the	Holy	and	Great	 Synod	
completes	 the	 file	 constituted	at	 this	 stage	and	 sends	 it	once	more,	 following	 the	
procedure	mentioned	above.”7	
	 Thus,	 the	Regulation	of	 the	Pan‐orthodox	Pre‐Conciliar	Conferences	did	
not	 foresee	 the	possibility	of	excluding	one	 theme	 from	the	agenda	of	 the	Holy	
and	Great	Synod	even	if	it	was	not	possible	to	achieve	unanimity	on	the	draft	text	
on	that	theme,	but	provided	that	the	Secretariat	for	the	preparation	of	the	Synod	







of	 the	 Holy	 and	 Great	 Synod	 came	 to	 a	 standstill,	 first	 because	 it	 was	 not	
possible	 to	 reach	unanimity	 on	 the	 first	 four	 topics	 from	 the	 list	 adopted	 in	















October	 2008,	 during	 the	 commemoration	 of	 “St.	 Apostol	 Paul,	 Apostle	 to	 the	
Gentiles”.	The	message	published	at	the	end	of	this	meeting,	where	the	Romanian	
Orthodox	 Church	was	 represented	 by	His	 Eminence	Metropolitan	 Laurentiu	 of	
Transylvania,	stated	that	“we	welcome	the	proposal	of	the	Ecumenical	Patriarchate	
to	 continue	during	2009	 ...	 the	preparation	of	 the	Holy	and	Great	Council.”8	This	







Churches,	 as	 had	 happened	 so	 far.	 After	 2009,	 the	 Inter‐Orthodox	 preparatory	








the	 Holy	 and	 Great	 Synod,	 which	 worked	 between	 October	 2014	 and	 April	
2015.	This	Commission	had	 the	mandate	 to	review	 the	 following	 three	 texts,	
which	were	already	adopted	almost	30	years	before	and	needed	to	be	revised:	
1)	Orthodox	Church	and	 the	Ecumenical	Movement	 2)	Relations	of	 the	Orthodox	
Church	with	 other	 Christian	 Communities	 and	 3)	 The	 contribution	 by	 the	 local	
Orthodox	Churches	to	the	realization	of	the	 ideals	of	peace,	 freedom,	brotherhood	
and	love	among	peoples	and	the	removal	of	racial	discrimination.	At	the	same	time,	












its	 observance	 today	 and	 3)	 Impediments	 to	marriage.	 The	 Special	 Commission	
reviewed	the	three	themes	mentioned	and	oversaw	the	theme	on	Fasting.	On	the	
calendar	issue	and	on	the	impediments	to	marriage,	the	Special	Commission	stated	
in	 its	 final	 communiqué	 that	 these	 “texts	have	not	been	amended	 for	 the	 lack	of	
consensus	 from	 the	members	of	 the	Commission	on	 the	proposed	changes.	2.	The	
Themes	'Autocephaly	and	the	modus	of	its	proclamation'	and	the	'Diptychs'	…	were	
not	considered	due	to	lack	of	time”.10	The	work	of	this	Special	Commission	was	






Conciliar	 Conference,	 organized	 at	 the	 Chambésy	 Orthodox	 Centre	 from	 10‐17	
October	 2015.	 This	 conference	 adopted	 the	 draft	 texts	 to	 the	 following	 three	




Great	 Synod	 of	 the	 Orthodox	 Church	 for	 approval.	 In	 connection	with	 the	 text	
entitled:	 “The	mission	of	 the	Orthodox	Church	 in	 the	contemporary	world”	which	
was	adopted	only	by	12	of	the	14	delegations	present,	the	Conference	noted	that	
























represented	 now	 by	 new	 delegations	 in	 other	 ways	 than	 before	 the	 political	
changes	in	Eastern	Europe.	A	first	difficulty	which	confronted	the	preparation	of	
the	Holy	and	Great	Synod	during	this	period	was	that	discussions	on	the	draft	
texts	 often	 took	 the	 form	 of	 a	 confrontation	 between	 the	 delegations	 of	 the	
Ecumenical	 Patriarchate	 and	 the	Russian	Orthodox	 Church.	 In	 such	 situations	
there	emerged	two	groups,	the	first	consisting	of	Churches	of	Greek	tradition	
(the	Ecumenical	 Patriarchate,	 the	Patriarchate	 of	 Alexandria,	 Patriarchate	 of	
Jerusalem,	 the	 Church	 of	 Cyprus,	 the	 Church	 of	 Greece,	 and	 often	 also	 the	
Orthodox	Church	of	Albania)	 and	 the	 second	of	 the	 Slavonic	 tradition	 (Russian	
Patriarchate,	Bulgarian	Orthodox	Church,	Orthodox	Church	of	Poland,	Orthodox	
Church	in	the	Czech	Lands	and	Slovak	Republic,	as	well	as	the	Orthodox	Church	
of	Georgia,	 although	not	 of	 Slavonic	 tradition).	 The	 Serbian	Orthodox	 Church,	
represented	by	bishops	who	knew	very	well	both	Greek	and	Russian,	was	mostly	
seeking	 to	mediate	between	 the	 two	positions.	The	delegation	of	 the	Antiochian	
Patriarchate	was	often	determined	by	its	membership	to	the	Apostolic	Patriarchates	
and	most	 often	 voted	with	 the	 first	 group.	 In	 such	 cases,	 the	 delegation	 of	 the	
Romanian	Orthodox	 Church	 did	 not	 automatically	 join	 a	 particular	 group,	 but	
adopted	her	attitude	depending	on	the	subject	matter.	
	 Draft	 texts	 that	were	 to	be	discussed	and	adopted	by	 the	 last	 two	Pan‐
Orthodox	 Pre‐Conciliar	 Conferences	were	 first	 prepared	 by	 the	 Inter‐Orthodox	
Preparatory	 Commission,	 respectively	 between	 2014	 and	 2015	 by	 the	 Special	
Inter‐Orthodox	Commission	for	the	preparation	of	the	Holy	and	Great	Synod.	At	
that	time,	almost	all	14	Autocephalous	Orthodox	Churches	were	represented	both	





level	 attacked	 them	 only	 few	 months	 later	 at	 the	 Pan‐Orthodox	 level.	 This	
phenomenon	indicated	the	risk	that	those	delegations	which	adopted	and	signed	



















the	 following	 three	 topics	 from	 the	 agenda	 of	 the	 Holy	 and	 Great	 Synod:	
1.	Autocephaly,	 2.	Calendar	and	3.	Diptychs,	 because	 they	 “were	not	approved	
unanimously	 throughout	many	 successive	meetings	 of	 the	 preparatory	 Inter‐
Orthodox	Commissions	 to	be	 finally	approved	by	one	of	 the	Pan‐Orthodox	Pre‐
Conciliar	Conferences”.	And	about	the	issue	of	the	Calendar,	the	Synaxis	held	that	
“it	 is	appropriate	 that	 every	Church	 feels	 free	 to	 implement	what	 it	 considers	
proper	 for	 the	 spiritual	 formation	of	 their	parishioners,	but	without	 changing	
the	date	of	common	celebration	of	Easter	by	all	the	Orthodox	Churches.”12	
	 On	the	agenda	for	the	Holy	and	Great	Synod	six	topics	were	thus	kept	












Irene	 Church	 from	 Istanbul	 as	 proposed	 by	 the	 Synaxis	 of	March	2014.	 The	




V.	 However,	 several	 issues	 remained	 unresolved,	 including	 the	most	
urgent	one	which	was	the	need	for	the	restoration	of	communion	between	the	
Patriarchates	of	Antioch	and	Jerusalem,	 interrupted	in	2013	on	the	ground	that	








from	both	Churches,	which	would	have	 to	 find	 the	solution	of	 reconciliation,	
but	 that	 unfortunately	 did	 not	 happen.	Moreover,	 the	 representatives	 of	 the	
Patriarchate	 of	 Antioch	 have	 firmly	 stated	 that	 unless	 this	 issue	 is	 resolved,	
their	Church	would	not	attend	the	Synod.	This	was	officially	announced	by	the	
Patriarchate	 of	 Antioch	 on	 June	 6,	 2016,	 immediately	 after	 the	 Ecumenical	
Patriarchate	 announced	 in	 a	 press	 release	 that	 the	 resolution	 of	 the	 dispute	
between	 the	 two	 Apostolic	 Patriarchates	 will	 take	 place	 after	 the	 Synod	 of	
Crete.	
A	 second	problem	on	 the	way	 of	 preparation	 for	 the	Holy	 and	Great	




















Arguments	against	 the	 themes	 and	 convocation	 of	 the	Holy	 and	Great	 Synod	
have	spread	through	conferences	and	especially	through	the	internet	beyond	
the	 Greek	 context	 without	 studying	 carefully	 the	 draft	 texts	 adopted	 at	 the	
Pan‐orthodox	level.	
A	 third	 problem	 arising	 on	 the	way	 of	 preparation	 for	 the	 Holy	 and	
Great	Synod	was	due	to	the	meeting	between	Patriarch	Kirill	and	Pope	Francis	
at	the	airport	in	Havana,	Cuba,	on	February	12,	2016,	where	the	two	pontiffs	










into	 an	 amalgam	and	were	 transferred	 to	 the	 different	 canonical	 territories	 on	












were	 born	 expectations	 called	 by	 some	Orthodox	 theologians	 “maximalist”15	 in	
relation	to	the	Holy	and	Great	Synod,	namely	the	expectation	that	this	council	will	
make	 decisions	 as	 important	 as	 those	 taken	 by	 the	 Ecumenical	 Councils.	 This	
vision	was	due	to	the	fact	that	until	January	2016	the	profile	of	the	Holy	and	Great	
synod	had	not	been	defined.	During	Chambésy	Synaxis,	several	primates	stressed	








	 In	 connection	with	 the	 preparation	 of	 the	Holy	 and	Great	 Synod	of	 the	
Orthodox	 Church,	 as	 it	 happened	 also	 during	 the	 course	 of	 this	 council,	 the	
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